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Transport and tourism in the future
will certainly be more interesting

JTTRI-AIRO will conduct surveys and research on transport and tourism
in the ASEAN-India region and make proposals towards the future.

https://www.nippon-foundation.or.jp/


【Opening a New Office in ASEAN-India Region】
The Japan Transport and Tourism Research Institute (JTTRI) is an

independent NPO founded in 1968 as an affiliated organization of the

Ministry of Transport (MOT, currently the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure,

Transport and Tourism (MLIT)). For over 50 years since then, JTTRI has

contributed to the development of administrative policies, the progress of

business and industry, and academic research in the transport and

tourism fields. Its first overseas office, named the Japan International

Transport and Tourism Institute (JITTI USA), was founded in Washington,

Dc in 1993.

I am pleased to announce that we have opened our second overseas

office, the JTTRI ASEAN-India Regional Office (AIRO), in Bangkok,

Thailand, on April 1st 2021, to further strengthen Japan’s cooperation and

collaboration in the development of the ASEAN-India region. At AIRO, we

will continue the activities we have been conducting such as seminars and

symposiums, and in addition, researchers will be stationed for long terms.

I am sure this will enable more useful research and studies based on

particular local needs to be carried out. I firmly hope that AIRO will

tighten the bonds between the ASEAN-India region and Japan in the

transport and tourism areas.

SHUKURI Masafumi
Chairman, JTTRI
Former Vice-Minister 
of MLIT

【Mission】
１. Contribute to creating a more prosperous society in the ASEAN-India region by planning development

of transport and tourism, taking a widely encompassing view of ASEAN, India, Japan, and North

America and utilizing links with the other bases of JTTRI.

２ . Make tangible progress in local areas of the ASEAN-India region in meeting current and future

challenges facing transport and tourism by facilitating cooperation of industry and academia.

３ . Build a long-lasting relationships of friendship and trust between public officials and private

businesspersons in the transport and tourism areas in the ASEAN-India region and Japan, by

promoting communication, collaboration and cooperation.

【Duties】
１. Collect information on trends, hindering factors, and needs of the policies, regulations, infrastructure

development, etc. created for transport and tourism in the ASEAN-India region.

２. Conduct surveys and research, including analyzing collected information, discovering problems, and

considering concrete plans to resolve those problems, based on JTTRI’s academic and practical

knowledge regarding transport and tourism in Japan.

３. Provide results of surveys and research, including policy proposals, widely to stakeholders, mainly in

the ASEAN-India region and Japan, through online distribution and publication of reports, holding

seminars and symposiums, etc.

４. Establish    organizational   and    interpersonal    networks    among    stakeholders   in  international, 

governmental, academic, and private institutions in the ASEAN-India region and Japan through the 

above data collection, surveys, research, information distribution/provision, etc.

Innovation opens up a new era for transport and tourism



【Major Activities in ASEAN-India Region】

＜Cooperation with Overseas Institutions＞
Mumbai, India, May 2019

・15th World Conference on Transport Research

Colombo, Sri Lanka, September 2019

・13th International Conference of Eastern Asia Society for 

Transportation Studies (EASTS)

JTTRI established an award (JTTRI Special Award) given to an

excellent paper in the field of public transportation and mobility

activity presented at the International Conference of EASTS,

starting in 2019. [photo at right]

＜International Exchanges＞

＜Seminars・Symposiums＞
Hanoi, Vietnam, January 2019

・Urban Transport Seminar “Urban Railway and Area Development”

・ASEAN-Japan Seminar “Utilization of Mobile Phone Big-Data for Transport Planning”

Bangkok, Thailand, January 2020

・International Seminar “Railway and Area Development”

・International Seminar “Utilization of Mobile Phone Big-Data for the Transport Sector” [photo below at left]

Manila, Philippines, February 2020

・International Seminar “Railway and Area Development”

Jakarta, Indonesia, February 2020

・International Seminar “Railway and Area Development” [photo below at right]

Hanoi, Vietnam, January 2019

・Meeting with H.E. Mr. Nguyen Ngoc Dong, Deputy Minister of Transport, Vietnam

Bangkok, Thailand, September 2019

・Meeting with H.E. Mr. Arkhom Termpittayapaisith, Former Minister of Transport, Thailand

・Meeting with H.E. Dr. Pailin Chuchottaworn, Former Deputy Minister of Transport, Thailand

Bangkok, Thailand, January 2020

・Meeting with H.E. Mr. Napintorn Srisunpang, Vice Minister of Tourism and Sports, Thailand

・Meeting with H.E. Mr. Saksayam Chidchob, Minister of Transport, Thailand [photo below at left]

Manila, Philippines, February 2020

・Meeting with H.E. Mr. Arthur P. Tugade, Secretary of Transportation, Philippines [photo below at right]



【JTTRI-AIRO Members】

【Research Fellow】 Keiichi SAKAI*
Joined MLIT in 2012. Served at MLIT as Deputy Director of Cruise Promotion and Port Logistics
Planning Office of Kanto (Tokyo Metropolitan) Regional Development Bureau, Deputy Director of the
Planning Office of Ports and Harbors Bureau and Staff of Aviation Strategy Division of CAB. Wide
experience in development and utilization of ports, airports and logistics, including planning of new
long-term port policy “PORT 2030” and conducting “EX/IM Container Cargo Flow Survey”.

* Resident Member at AIRO

Japan Transport and Tourism
Research Institute

3-18-19 Toranomon,Minato-ku,Tokyo,105-0001, Japan
URL：https://www.jttri.or.jp/english/

【Research Fellow】 Yusuke MINAMI*
Joined JRTT in 2015 after working as a city officer. Served at JRTT as Chief in Railway Construction
Site Office and Staff in Construction Division of Hokuriku Shinkansen. Worked for Nishinomiya City
Office as Engineer of City Development Examination Division. Wide experience in high-speed railway
construction and city development.

Japan International Transport and
Tourism Institute, USA (JITTI USA)

1819 L Street NW, Suite 1000, Washington, D.C. 20036, U.S.A.
URL：https://www.jittiusa.org/

We always look towards the future transport and tourism

Serm-Mit Tower Unit 1704, 159/27 Sukhumvit 21 Road,
Khlong Toei Nuea, Wattana, Bangkok 10110, Thailand
Tel : +66-(0)2-258-6928

【Executive Director/ Senior Research Fellow】 Takaaki SAWADA*
Joined MOT (currently MLIT) in 1998. Served at MLIT as Director of JR Affairs Office of Railway Bureau,
Director of Freight Railway Policy Office of Railway Bureau, and Director of Tourism Department of
Chubu District (Central Japan) Transport Bureau. Worked for Embassy of Japan in Thailand as First
Secretary. Has thorough knowledge of transport and tourism in Thailand and all of Southeast Asia and
of Japan’s policies for railways, tourism, and logistics.

【Senior Director / Senior Research Fellow】 Yukio YAMASHITA*
Joined MOT (currently MLIT) in 1976. Served at MLIT as Director of Policy Division for Universal Design
of Policy Bureau, Director of International Office of Maritime Bureau and Director for International
Cooperation of Policy Bureau, and Air Traffic Controller. Worked for Cabinet Secretariat as Counsellor
and for Japan Railway Construction, Transport and Technology Agency (JRTT) as Senior Director of
International Affairs and Corporate Planning Department. Wide international experience in all aspects
of transport and tourism.

【President】 Tetsuya OKUDA
Appointed as President for International Affairs of JTTRI and President for JITTI USA in 2019. Joined
MOT (currently MLIT) in 1984. Served at MLIT as Director-General of Road Transport Bureau,
Director-General of Railway Bureau, Deputy Vice-Minister for Policy Coordination of the Minister's
Secretariat, and Director-General of the Aviation Network Department of the Civil Aviation Bureau
(CAB). Worked for Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO) as Executive Director of London Office.
Wide experience in all aspects of transport and tourism.

【Officer】 Nachapol JITVIRIYANAN*
Participated in oversea volunteer program in Japan by International Youth Fellowship (IYF) in Good
News Corps (GNC) program from 2018 to 2020 with many volunteers from all around the world such
as China Philippine Korea India Cambodia etc. Have experience in organizing online event, musical,
web editor, video editor, interpreting Thai, English and Japanese.

【Senior Officer】 Kwanchanok BORRISUTHI*
Worked for Embassy of Japan in Thailand and LINE Fukuoka in Japan. Served at Embassy of Japan in
GGP team (Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Project), a part of Japanese ODA, to
support non-profit organizations that are engaged in the social development sector in Thailand. Have
experience in project formation and coordination, interpreting and translating Thai-Japanese.


